
Torrance May Become 
Another Gary!

Yes, It May Happen Here Soon, According 
to Information from the White House
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Possibility of Torrance becoming a giant Siteel 
center comparable to Pittsburgh and (!ary were revealed 
recently by Stephen T. Karly. secretary to President 
Roosevelt. While in Los Angeles last weekend, Karly 
disclosed that plans to duplicate the great Eastern 
plants on the West Coast were now being discussed by 
the National Defense Commission. It is President 
Roosevelt's desire to see this basic industry more firm­ 
ly entrenched on the Pacific Const and the President 
favors the Los Angeles area. Karly stated.

If such a gigantic industrial development is under­ 
taken, it is logical that it will be located at Torrance.

First, the largest steel producing unit in Southern 
California Columbia Steel Company ---Is already locat­ 
ed here, and it would be the natural thing to add to 
these facilities. Columbia Steel owns some 170 acres 
here and is at present using only about 40 acres, leav­ 
ing ample room for expansion.

Second, but perhaps of even greater importance to 
Torrance, is the fact that Edward R. Stettlnins, Jr. 
who Is one of the most Influential members of the Na­ 
tional Defense Committee recently resigned his posi­ 
tion as chairman of the boaul of United States. Steel 
Corporation to accept appointment by President Roose­ 
velt on the National Defense Commission.

Because of the splendid record of the Torrance 
plant among all II. S. Steel subsidiaries, it Is only na­ 
tural that Stettinlus would recommend further devel­ 
opment here.

In many Important phases, including production 
efficiency, economy of operations and peaceful, satis­ 
factory labor relations, Torrance has an enviable rec­ 
ord throughout the steel industry. It is because of 
these factors, in no small measure, that the Columbia 
Steel mills here hnve been operating at full capacity 
for the past year, and are now employing more men 
than at any time in the history of the local plant.

In fact, current 01 tiers are being received in ex- 
.ce»« of the ability of the Torrance plant (o produce: 
and even though the great defense program in deferred, 
it is known that increased, demands for normal market 
needs will mi litre expansion of the local mills.

There in little possibility of shifting orders to other 
units, as the American Iron & Steel Institute reported 
this week from New York that steel mills throughout 
the nation will boost operating schedules to 9U.r. per­ 
cent of capacity, as contrasted to 60.1 percent a year 
ago. It may only be a matter of a few weeks before 
every steel mill In the country will be running at full 
capacity.

City Vote Registration 
Breaks 5,000 First Time

Showing a considerable gain, the city of Torrance has 
a total of 5.005 persons eligible to vote at the forthcoming i th. 
state primary election on August !27, as compared with oniy I street, i 
4,8.87 at the last state primary, iu August, 1»88. it was Caroline 
revested today. *

The trend in this-- community  
was similar to that in the rest I 
of the county, which todp"' 
boasts the highest number 
registered voters In the cour/ty'i 
history, a grand total of 1,607,080.

Strength ol the various poli­ 
tical parties in this community 
is divided as follows for the com­ 
ing election, with the figures 
for the previous state primary
In parenthesis following in each . .,According

of the I'Vdpral population fig 
ure for 1940 U.8HO mid the 
number of persons eligible to 
vote August 27 5,005 that IN 
true.

A number of other Southern 
California c'tloK have discov­ 
ered that the relative differ­ 
ence Itctweeii the 1940 census 
ciiunt und their voter total IH 
even nurruweiv leading to 
MIMIC ctiUHtlc comments In the 
press of those coinniunltlex.

The 4,805 difference here IH 
believed equitable.

MAKES FIRST 
SWEATER FOR 
RED CROSS

Regional Planners 
Rapped for Divvy 
of Highway Funds

"The time has come to make 
Loa Angeles county understand 
that the southwest part of the 
county is going to have its fair 
share of highway funds or they 
will find us throwing monkey 
wrenches into the machinery all 
of the time," declared Oscar L. 
Willett of Palos Verdes Estates, 
president of the Southwest Dis­ 
trict Highways Association, In a 
letter to this newspaper Monday.

Willett sharply criticised the 
recommendation of the Regional 
Planning Commission which 
failed to include mention of 
either Century boulevard or Iru 
perial highway in the 10 "ur­ 
gent" or 14 "secondary" Im­ 
provements to use the $5.655,000 
available for the 1941-43 bien­ 
nial program of the state divi­ 
sion of highways.

'This last report of the Re­ 
gional Planning Commission in­ 
dicates the necessity of repre­ 
sentation for the southwest dis 
trict on the commission. At the 
present time this area has no 
duch representation," Willett 
points out.

Must Start Fight
"As a result, out of a total of 

$0,855,000 that the Commission, 
thru tho Board of Supervisors,

Is This 'Strons-Arm Politics? Burglar Ransacks
Lawyer s Office 
Top to Bottom

proposes 
spent on 
Angelof

commend to be 
highways in Los 

nty during th

fit luncheon 
wnk at th. 
patio gardi 
Lantihon, was an 
well-knitted maroon

two .-pars, only $250,000 is rec­ 
ommended for the entire area 
south of Santa Monica avenue 
und west of the Los Angeles 
River.

"Of this amount, a part ($135.- 
000) Is proposed to be spent on 
Hawthorne avenue without any­ 
thing bf'inn done at the bottle­ 
necks at each end. The balance 

:ceptionally I l!i proposed to be spent on 
testa street from Central a

Dr. W. I. Laughon 
by Mrs. Phryt

CHIEF SEEKS FINGERPRINTS
Clearly showing some of the disarray
caused by a marauder the night before,
the above photo caught Chief John Stroh

torney looks over 
Wednesday morning, 
still tightly drawn 
burglar. More of

Apparently working In fev­ 
erish haste, burglars ran­ 
sacked the offices of At­ 
torney Charles Mitschrich at 
152(i Cravens avenue early 
Tuesday evening, breaking 
open his desk and literally 
"turning (he place upside 
down."

Altho his private papers were 
thoroly explored, his filing cabi­ 
nets opened and drawers emp­ 
tied of their contents. Mltsch-   
rich said that he believed noth­ 
ing was taken. The veteran at­ 
torney (ho has been a member 
of the bar for 51 years) was un­ 
able to advance any reason why 
his office should be so thoroly 
searched.

Mitschrich discovered the 
burglary when he returned to 
his chambers after being absent 
less than an hour and a half. 
The main door to the offices 
had either been opened by a 
passkey or it had not been 
tightly closed so that the night- 
latch worked. The marauder had 
either worked the door leading 
to the steps, hidden on the sec­ 
ond floor- of the building until 
Mitsctuich left 01 entered from 

his ransacked office | the rear of tho building. 
The window blinds are j Politically-Inspired?

that the burglaras they were by the 
Mitbchrlch'B peisonal

"dusting" Attorney Charles Mitschrich's old I papers, looted from the desk, are on the 
automatic; for fingerprints while the at- | floor near Uie chair.

It the first knitted gar­
inent given to the Red Cross by 
a local knitter since the sewing 
and knitting 

about 
McDi

nit began opera- 
two weeks ago at 
Id hall on Carson 

*'as the product of

nue to Alameda street.
decent sized 

the southwest area
"This is 

rumb fo

't

hut It will be all that we will 
Kvt unless wo start fighting and 
keep fighting until after tho ap­
propriation ade by th

J:| Voters, Non-Voters 
Believed Equitable

Are there only 4.HM minor*. 
non-cltlzeiiK and residents who 
failed to g*-t on the voters' 
HHtK here?

Mitchell. 13-year-old [.next legislature." Willett con- 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles | tlnues.
B. Mitchell of 1695 Gramercy "The Southwest District High- 

going to 
Caroline, 

ninth grad 
school next 
clicked her

who will enter the 
at Torrance high 

month, had busily 
icedles for "about a 

week" to complete her gift to the 
Red Cross. She is planning to 
tart another "very, very soon 

fun to knit." 
ind photos of

Instance
Democrats 3,400 (3,156); Re­ 

publicans 1.319 (1,290); Social-j 
ists 8 (10); Prohibitionists 7 
(12); Progressives 23 (7); Com­ 
munists none (1); Common­ 
wealth none (2); Townsend 28 
<44); Decline to state 180, (1«6); 
grand total for the city 5,005 
(4,687).

For the entire county, the 
breakdown of the strength of

  the two major parties was giv­ 
en as follows by Registrar of 
Voters W. M. Ktir: Democrats 
974,532 (888,3981; Republicans 
539,053 (487,352); and the de-

* cllne-to-state group, 78,387 (63,- 
250).

LOMITA TOTAL IS 
DOWN 277 THIS YEAK

Voter registration In Lomita 
for the coming primary election 
totals 3,203, a decrease of 277 
from the registration for the 
Nov. 7, 1939, ..-.peclal election 
While Republican party registra­ 
tion dropped from 1,049 to 779, 
those listing Democratic party 
affiliation Increased 35- from 2,- 
288 to 2,253.

Those listing affiliation with

other parties in Lomita are: So­ 
cialist 6, Prohibition 6, Progres­ 
sive 2, Townsend 3, and declined 
to state 119.
KEYSTONE VOTK TOTAL 
INCREASES 59

There are 1,019 voters regis­ 
tered In Keystone for the Aug 
27 primary, an increase of 59 
over the registration figures foi 
last November. Totaling 767 
Democratic registration Increasec 
69, and Republicans gained 5 
over the 213 listing preference foi 
that party in 1939.

MARCH OF RIMES
HER ROCKING CHAIR By H. F. NOAKE

ways Associ.-'tlon
fight this report of the Regional
Planning C(
If necessai

mmission vigorously. 
y we are going to 
fight into the next

Three Hurt in 
Head-On Crash; 
Driver Is Jailed

Following a hiud-on colli 
Monday evening oil Ci.rson st 
in which three- women were 
jund, John S. Hlgginy. K 
!601 Spencer street, was an 
cd on a felony charge of 
iriK while intoxicated sind-e 
ing injury.

HiKKins, accompanied by 
wife Bessie, Wf.s driving v.'fs 
Caraon. The other machine

because it's lots
For other news
itio party benefiting Red Cross 

the Laughon home turn to 
Page 3-A.

YOUNG MEN 
FORM JR. 
C OF C HERE

Organization of a Junior Cham-1 
.T of Commerce for Torrance 
Jung men between 21 and 35 
as begun here Tuesday night 

with the election of John Elder 
s president; Jack Buffalo, vicc- 
iresident; Sidney Donaldson, sec- 
 etary; Ted Jenklns, treasurer, 
nd Alfred Winkler. sergeant-al­ 

arms.
The Torrance group plans to 

affiliate as soon as possible with 
the United States Junior Chain- 

which now is composed of 
more than 180,000 young men 
hruout the nation. The national 
irganizatlon was formed at St. 

Louis, Mo., some 20 years ago by 
five young men and today It is 
said to be the strongest associ­ 
ation of young business and pro-

carry the 
Legislatur

"Please understand that this 
applies only to th<' state high­ 
ways In this county. If the coun­ 
ty authorities are disposed to 
ask that more than 95 percent 
of the money spent on state 
highways be spent outside of 
this area, then we can expect 
approximately the same distri­ 
bution of county money.

"We ask for cooperation, not
only to compel a more equitable

itribution of highway funds
t also to give this area equal
presentation on the Regional

Planning Commission," Willett

fessional men In the intry.

If you will search buck through the years, when yoi
were young, I'm sure you'll find among those things tha
once were dear, a rocking chair where mother sat, and
held you as a child; and smiled and dream­
ed, as to and fro she rocked. And later on,
she'd sit In that same chair and read to
you from some good book; the kind Unit
little folks enjoy, and which no help i<>
shape a youngster's mind. Still later on.
In that same chair she'd call you to her
side, and taking hold your hand she'd gently 
reprimand you, for some wrong that you
had done, which wasn't fun for her but had
to be to make you understand. In later NOAKE 
years when you had gone away from home, 
perhaps for good, your mother could be found in that same 
chair, where once you sat upon her knee; and tears would 
flow us she recalled the years of long ago. atlll rocking 
to and fro In that old chair,, she'd read your letters and 
rejoice, and pray that some day soon, again she'd hear 
your voice.

According to President Elder, 
the Junior Chamber has a two 
fold purpose:

Meet Again Aug. 15
"We propose to inculcate I 

spirit of civic consciousness In 
the young business and profcs 
slonal men of Torrance and t< 
provide a training ground to en 
able them to engage in civic af 
fairs. Thus our young men wll 

(Continued on Page 4-A)

Jury Acquits Boyd< 
of Felony Drunk-Drive

A jury acquitted Monte E 
Boyd, 51-year-old San Pedr 
longshoreman, of a felony chttrg 
of drunk driving In Superlo 
Judge Ambrose's court last Frl 
day. Boyd was arrested follow 
Ing a smash-up on the night o 
April 7 on Highway 101 In Wtl 
terla when five cars were dam 
aged and thr«e persons badly 
Injured. He hat been at llbvrt 
since his preliminary hearln 
here Apr 1,1 18 on »1,000 ball.

District Sons of Legion 
o Install Here Friday
New officers for the 19th dis- 

rict organization of Sons of Le­ 
gion will be Installed at the Tor- 
ance American Legion clubhouse 
imorrow night with the Tor 

ranee squadron as host to the 
 oung men who will attend from 
ome 27 cities In this'district.
Robert Lewellen. Sr., is the 

retiring captain. He will be suc­ 
ceeded by Paul ZImmerman ot 
?ompton. The ritual team fi 
^conard Wood squadron, Los An­ 

geles, will Install the new lead 
ers.

1
KILLED ;

46
Collii

dat

in Auto 
* 1940°

olved in

1210 El Prado, 
who was driv-

Douglas to Build 
New Aircraft Plant 
In North Long Beach

Uuuglas Aircraft Company 
«ill shortly erect a large plant 
in North IAHIK Beach, to em­ 
ploy 3,500 men, according to 
unconfirmed reports.

The site selected !N said to 
be on the Hellmun tract, north 
uf Lakewuod Village.

V.F.W.Postls 
Organized Here

sought documi 
political

nts -. 
natur

nd records 
has been

Torrance Veterans of For- 
Wars post was organized

Monday night
imande

panicd by Mrs.
__________ Lillian Boecker 

of East Los
Angeles. According to statements 
given police, Higgins' car was 
tra/eling in an erratic manner 
iind he pulled over in the op­ 
posite line of traffic.

Mrs. Rcece said she stopped 
her cai- but Higgins drove his 
machine head-on into her car.

All three women in the two 
autos were injured and taken to 
Torrance Memorial hospital where 
MI-H. Higgins and Mrs. Boecker 
were released a few hours later 
after receiving medical attention. 
Mrs. Recce was taken to her 
home Tuesday. Higgins was ar­ 
raigned before City Judge Rob- 
bert Lessing Tuesday morning 
and Informed that his prelim­ 
inary hearing was set for Thurs­ 
day I today) and bail was fixed 
at $500.

ith Lee Balaan 
at a meeting ol 

than 30 veterans at th< 
Grill.
ted to scive with B; 
William Husbands,

Believe Quota 
Reached Here in 
Red Cross Drive

If the Tonance quota t 
Red Cross War Relief F 
$2,000 and not $4,000 : 
been publicised for 
months--no one seems to know 
definitely- then Torrance topped 
its quota thib week, .when con­ 
tributions totaled $2,043.13. The 
larger quota had been set by 
the Red Cross on the basis of 
this city's splendid response to 
the Mississippi flood relief dis­ 
aster several years ago. How­ 
ever, it is reported that this was 

original

junior vi 
Llewellyn, 
quartermaster 
judge advocat

nder; L. E. Stanley, 
-commander; David 
ihaplain; Ray Coffin,

later reduced ti 
quota of $2,000.

Tho two biggest contributions 
| this week came from the Colum- 

am | bia Steel employees, who turned 
over an even $500 and an-

Harvey Darling, 
and Leon Webb,

TOLSON CAR STOLEN
While at Compton Junior Col- 

ege Monday night, Bob Tolson
had his 
owner

father's 
former Mayor William

H. Tolson informed police hen 
The car was recovered Tuesday.

Neil McConloKue was elected 
trustee for an 18-months term; 
H. L. Bender, trustee for a 12- 
months term, and W. F. Totten, 
trustee for a six-months term. 
Howard Landcr was appointed 
adjutant by Commander Balaam. 
Installation date will be set and 
organization completed Aug. 19, 
as the next post meeting.

Chief Stroh Returns Hotel 
Bill Jumper from S. D.

Police Chief John Stroh went 
to San Diego Saturday to pick 
up Thomas D. Huddleston, 57, 
who was being held there 
warrant from Torrance charging 
him with defrauding a local ho­ 
tel-keeper. Huddleston was fined 
$10 and required to pay his ho­ 
tel bill following trial Monday 
before City Judge Robert Less- 
ing.

nounced their drive was not yet j the desk

advanced by friends of the at­ 
torney. They pointed out that 
Mitschrich was last week named 

i chairman of the Colden-for- 
' Congress commltce in Torrance 
i and recalled that on the night 
i o( June 10 the Southwest cam- 
I paign headquarters of Mrs. Clara 
1 N. Colder were burglarized at 
1 7210'- South Vermont avenue.

The attorney said that altho 
he is busy compiling data of 
value to Mrs. Colden's candidacy 
here, the material he had in his 

: office was apparently over- 
j looked. In the case of the Ver- 
j mont avenue burglary, several 
i precinct maps, a list of more 

than 150 names of precinct 
workers, all of the f1t« *te" 
other campaign organization rec­ 
ords which had taken months to 
compile were stnJen.-

So thoroly were Mltschrtch's 
offices ransacked that a locked 
compartment of his large desk 
was forced open and its rarely- 
used contents scattered about 
the floor. An old automatic re­ 
volver which the attorney pur­ 
chased in 1901 "and never shot 
once" was removed from its 
paper wrappings and flung on

:omplcte, and the Tori 
Recreation department which
colle ;tcd $102.05 from 

game
bem

Saturday 
night sponsored by the Cali­ 
fornia Semi-Pro Baseball Tour 
nament.

Mrs. Flora Wright, chairman 
of the Red Cross unit, earlier 
this week issued a request to 
all those who are knitting ar­ 
ticles for the Red Cross to bring 
them to the sewing center at 
the McDonald building on Car- 
son street before Aug. 15 as the 
articles must be sent to the Los
Angeles 
date.

headquarters on that

The report of contribution?

 reviouily ack 
>acifie El.ctr,

St. Andrew'!

wildu»d $1,407.08 
Auxiliary 2.00 
................ 12.00

Lusty Film Partly Made in Local Oil 
Field Released as Gold Mine of Year

Hailed by observers of box- 
office receipts as the "gold mine 
of the year," the lusty screen 
drama, "Boom Town" now show- 
Ing at Los Angeles theatres owes

the drama between 231st and
232nd streets off Pennsylvania

ight In the heart of South
Torrance-Lomita oil field. The
location was "dressed" on the

some of its potential popularity McDonald and Burns lease t
to the South Torrance-Lonuta oil 
field.

But that locale flashes on thi 
screen without credit to this area 
 worse yet, It Is "Oklahoma!"

Th« picture, with such sure- 
fire attractions as Claudette Col- 
bert, fllmdom's highest-paid per­ 
former; Clark Gable, Spencer 
Tracy and Hedy Lamarr, incor­ 
porates everything from wildly 
spouting wells to roaring oil 
fi«ld fires.

On Heflnery Location
Last April a location com­ 

pany from the producing studio 
U.O.M., shot a number of scenes

Ike the entrance to "McMaster Oil 
Company's" refinery.

Has Klght For Climax
There, amid bristling oil der­ 

ricks, Director Jack Conway 
filmed many background and 
montage shots. Messrs. Gable and 
Tracy were exposed to the cam­ 
eras for brief glimpses entering 
and working around the refinery.

Those two-fisted stars appear 
as partners who repeatedly qua 
relod and as often make up all
the *ay from Texas and Okla
Vwia to South America and back
again to California.

The pre-vlew of the production

vhich will put a stranglehold on
theatre cash registers all over

land if the producers' hopes
realized -showed that Clau­

dette ha good role which en­
ables her to Jilt Tracy for Gable, 
threaten divorce and find recon­ 
ciliation in the last reel.

Hedy Lamarr's part Is unsym­ 
pathetic for the most part but 
displays her sirenlsh qualities to 
their best advantage.

Of the manv climaxes in this 
yarn partially filmed in this 
neighborhood  -- a fist fight be 
tween Gable and Tracy Is per 
haps the most exciting. And It 
might be mentioned that the cast 
also includes such sterling play 
crs an Frank Morgan, Lionel! At 
will, Minna Gombell and Joe Yulo, 
father of Mickey Rooney.

Pro 

Nat

c« D«pt. c 
(Californ 

Ba»ball

mat Supply Coi 
ployact, additii 

J. E. Hitchcock.........
Fay L. Park« ..........
Columbia St««l Com 

Employes .............

2.00
2.00
5.00

TOTAL....................... K.043.13

"I kept nothing of monetary 
value to anyone in my office," 
the attorney said. "I cannot un­ 
derstand why my place should 
have been singled out for such 
a 'housrelcaning.' I can't be­ 
lieve that .'strong-arm polities' 
Is behind this visit."

Police Chief John Stroh inves­ 
tigated the burglary scene 
Wednesday morning. He searched 
for fingerprints but was unable 
to find such clues, a fact that 
Indicates the marauder used 
gloves or else carefully wiped 
off articles he handled.

The attorney's filing cabinets 
in an ante-room had been opened 
and riffled thru and some of his 
ordinarily orderly array of law 
books appeared as tho they had 
likewise been moved about. I

Nat'l Supply *' 
Gets War Order

National Supply Company 
d a $7,000 order for the 

production study for fabrication 
of artillery carriages, it was an­ 
nounced this week from Wash­ 
ington, D. C.

While the order will involve 
only the study of facilities and 
readjustment necessary to equip 
the firm's plant here for actual 
manufacture of this Item of arm­ 
ament. production orders are 
believed likely to follow In the 
near future.

The firm 
In studying
ucationi'l orders" in preparation 
for War Department contracts 
for the past several weeks. It 
was the only Torrance concern 
mentioned In press dispatches as 
having received a government 
order so far.

NATIONAL MONUMENTS
California now has eight na­ 

tional monuments. They Include 
Death Valley, Modoc Lava Beds. 
Mulr Woods, Joshua Tree, the

has been engaged 
hat Is termed "ed-

Week's Building 
Totals J3,310

Building construction Jobs 
started in Torrance during the 
past week amounted to $3,310, 
according to records at the city 
engineer's office. The permits 
were Issued to:

The Texas Company for two 
1,000-barrel oil tanks. $1,000; Joe 
Miyanch for a 26 by 80-foot 
greenhouse at 18335 South 
Western avenue, $500; Nell M 
Dohsrty for a four-room frame 
house at 2029 Border avenue, 
$1,600; Ed Coomber to remodel 
the front of a ihop building at 
1829 21Sth itrot, teo, and Frank 
K. Drake for a poultry house at j Plnnaclef, Devil's Post Pile, Ctb-
17506 Arlington avenue, $150. Hllo and Channel Island.


